MEMORIAL WINDOWS
and other
MEMORIALS

of

ST. JOHNS UNITING CHURESSENDON
Establishecas St. John Presbyterian Churt852
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ST. JOHNS UNITING CHURCH ESSENEIAIN GLASS WINDOWS AND OTMERIORIALS

The St. Johns Presbyterian Church was established in
1852 and worship from 1853 to 1858 was conducted
in a wooden building which had been erected on or
near the site of the present Sunday School building
in late 1852 and opened in March 1853.

In 185758 abluestone church was erected on the
eastern side of the two acre church site, on the land
now occupied by the brick manse. Tennis courts
were established on the corner block where our
magnificent church now stands.

Moves to erect a new church were first oted

during the short ministry of Rev. H. W. Burridge who
followed the 33 year reign of Rev. Alexander
Stewart, and came to fruitioduring the ministry of
Rev. Dr. &. Hunter.

Plans for a new brick churtb seat 530 persons

were approved by the congratjon on June 30

1924 and the Finance Committee was asked to
report on methods of raising the required £10,000 to
erect the church.

During 1926 a Committee comprising Dr. Hunter, Dr.

John Fleming, Messrs Alex Fraser, A. Downie, R.
Russell, J. Boyne, T..McNaught, A. H. Price and E.
Richard, appointed by the Board, approved detailed
plans and sketchedrawn up by architects Messrs
Tompkins Brothers and tenders were called for the
erection of a red brick building with a slate or tile
roof and facing of alker or red brick. The new
building to be erected on the site of the present

tennis court (78 Annual Report for Year Ended*31
December 1926)

Tenders closed on February®21927 and the tender
of Mr. JohnJordan was accepted.
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without a spire £7789 and a spire for an additional
£1250 if ordered within 6 months.

The Foundation Stone was laid by the Governor of
Victoria, Lord Somers, on Saturday May 2927.

Calls were made for those interested inviteg
memorial windows installed in the new church in
memory of loved ones.

Early interestame from Mrs. Holmes of Lincoln
Road, in memory of her father and moth&ravid

and Mary Blacknd

Rev. Dr. S. H. Hunter & Mrs. Hunter, to the memory
of their infantson.

Rev. Dr. Hunter made an impassioned plea to the
Congregation to strive to raise the extra amount of
£1250 so that a spire could be built, and a special
fund was launched which proved to be successful.

The Church Spire was built as a Memoriah® t

Young Men of the St. Johns Congregation who made
the Supreme Sacrifice during the Great War (3914
1918.

The Dedication of the new church and memorials
was conducted on Decembed 1927 coinciding

with the 78" Anniversary of the St. Johns Church.



THEMEMORIAL WINDOWS AND PLAQUES

Entering the Church building through the main doors
we stand in the porch or vestibule.

The windowfacing north depicts an image of Christ
in a field of lilies and was donated by Gertrude Nott
to the memory other mother,Lily Rosalinda Nott

who died 13/7/1951.

oConsider the lilies of the figld

To the right of the window is a brass plaque
dedicated to the memory dfirs. Wm Learmonth
who died on 5/9/1904 aged 88 years.

For 50 years a membef the St. Johns Chth.

William and Elizabeth Learmonth arrived in

Melbourne in about 1854 and operated a bakery in
Mount Alexander Road, south of the Moonee Ponds
Junction. This became better known in later years as
Ovens Bakery. Mrs. Walter Ovens and Mrs

Learmonth were isters. The bakery was later
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William and Thomas Learmonth lived in a large
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near the Puckle Street railway gates.
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On the right hand side of the memorial window is a
largebrass plague in memory &ev. W. H. Waters
who was the minister at St. Johns from 1929

1942, following the Ministry of Dr. Hunter.

Another brass plaguadjacent to the tower room
recognises the contribution dtev. Samuel Fowler
Hunter, the Minister wo was responsible for the
oversight of the new church as Minister 1923. It
wasgifted by the Congregatioand unveiledn
1980.

Two smaller plaques in the porch are in memory of
(1) Mrs. Lydia Cameron and grandson, Roy
Cameron WalkerMr and Mrs. C. HValker donated
the chimes in their memory. They were dedicated on
August 18 1950. RoyCameron Walker served in the
RAAF anevaskilled in action in WW2.

and
(2) Arthur Norman Drayton(18891948) Leader of
GKS ,2dzy3 aSyQa .AofS

Norm Drayton operated the hardware business on
the corner of Leake Street and Mount Alexander
w2l R
by Ray Forshaw, who was also connected to the St.
Johns Presbyterian Church.

ENTERING THE CHURGOUTHAISLE

The windws in the nave on the south side of the
church are as follows:
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The first pair

¢Be Thou Faithfuinto Death and | will Give Thee a
Crown of Lifé

W. J. Mountain Jnr

Killed in Action at Ypres, Belgium 1917

W. J. Mountain was a son of WilliamhddVountain,
Essendon Ward Councillor 182908 and 19121,
Mayor of Essendon 19602 and 191718. The family
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Street, north of Lincoln Road. A prominent Essendon
family.Mountain Street is named after them.

Lieut. Harold Carlyle Parker
37" Battalion

Died at Armetieres
30/1/1917 aged 25

H. C. Parker was born in Elsternwick in 1892 to
Robert Grainger Parker and Eva Evans. He was listed
in the 1917 Electoral Roll as a saten, living at 34
Locke Street.
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The next pair

Edward Rowe

died Polygoiwood, Belgium
20¢9¢ 1917

A have finished my course

Edward McGill
died PolygoiWood, Belgium

@896 1917

AWe are more than Conquereérs

These two young men diezh the same day and in

the same battle.

Edward Rowe was a clerk, the only son of James
Rowe and Janet Fleming Ross who were living at 38
Robb Street when he was called to serve his Country.
He was born in Flemington in 1892.

Edward McGillvas the eldest so of Edward

Howden McGill and Agnes Isabella Paterson of
éBraesidé T . NB g a i SN HewaSrin >
in Essendon in 1889.
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The third pair of windows in the nave (south side)
wasdedicated to the memory of infants



